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Today is parade day in Boston - the grand finale of the city's 350th birthday party. 
The bands and floats are passing along Atlantic Ave. only a block from where REGINA 
lies berthed alongside the New England Aquarium. The ship seems to be looking at all 
the excitement with a benign indulgence. After all, it was the likes of her that made 
this city what it is! She may be the last of a long line but she is still there, proud 
to be working for the city and its citizens. 


Tonight we sail again on the last of our 6 one week workshops to study the whales and 
dolphins in Massachusetts Bay and its environs. These workshops have been tiring for 


_the crew and scientists but worthwhile to a degree which has more than compensated for 


the labor involved. 


First, the knowledge we have of whales and their behaviour in this area has clearly been 
improved in several ways which certainly have altered my perception of the animals here. 
Many of our observations have left much food for thought. For example, despite the large 
number of people who go out to see whales via fleets of commercially operated "whale 
watching"boats and the great publicity this activity has generated, there still remains 

a good number of whales on Stellwagen Bank and in the surrounding waters. The truth is 
that there are probably only 25 to 30 humpbacks and a comparable number of fins. This 
population does seem to remain in one general area for days and perhaps weeks at a time 
but the area may be fairly large. What seems to happen is that the "crowd" moves about in 
different areas of the Bank for reasons which are not clear, making each area its "base" 
for some period of time. Individual animals may stray quite a distence from this "base", 
however, staying away for days or weeks only to return to the group later on. Feeding 
technique seems to change too - with reason. Bubble feeding is prominent in the first 

two weeks but has been totally absent since, despite the unchanged abundance of fish on 
the echo-sounder. The other thing we are starting to realize more and more is the ways 

in which the animals react to the presence of the ship. This latter aspect of behaviour 
1s one which needs particular attention. It will be important to evaluate what happens 
when the ship is close and how this relates to general activity - feeding, sexual activity, 
etc. For it could be that this "whale watching" has had an impact on the habitat in which 
the whales live. If this is so, it is vitally important to learn of the consequences, 
from a conservationist's point of view, before the habitat of these animals is destroyed 
or damaged to an irrevocable extent. 


The other important aspect of these workshops has been the people they have brought aboard 
REGINA. Not only have the numbers of individuals who have had a chance to experience 

life aboard ship expanded but the nature of this "public" has changed too. Many more 
people who are older, involved in other professions but still fascinated by the ocean 

and its. life have had a chance to get to know us and us them. For those of us who sail 

in the ship regularly this has been a great joy which has brought us all kinds of new 
ideas and insights. We believe the reverse may have been true too. This community of 
common goals can't help but advance the Society and its goals. 
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